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St. James Staff
* Pastor

¢ Parochial Vicar
« Deacons

s Sisters in Residence

* Office Manager
Administrative Assi:

Intentions

Monday, September 8th

8am — Vito Di Maio (Deceased)

Tuesday, September 9th

8am — Canonization of Frederic Ozanam, Founder of
the Society of St.Vincent de Paul

Wednesday, September 10th

7pm — Helen Smith (100" Birthday)

Thursday, September 11th

8am — St. James Parishioners (Anniversary of 9/11)
Friday, September 12th

8am — John Ingram, Sr. (Deceased)

Saturday, September 13th

8am — St. James Teachers

4pm — Sylvia Lucania (Deceased)

Sunday, September 14th

8am — Hal Pawlowski (Deceased)

10am — Joel Miller and Family (Special Intention)
12pm — Elpidio Orozco (33" Anniversary)

6pm — St. James Parishioners

St. James Counsil Mem

Pastoral Council:
Chair - Bobbi Paul .

Financial Blessings

Sunday, August 17, 2025 Offertory.............514,919.82
Sunday, August 24, 2025 Offertory.............510,878.50
Weekly Offertory Budget.... ... $14,115.00

THANK YOU

for your generosity

Use this QR Code to
donate to St. James

Usa este codigo OR para
donar a St. James

Now you can Ahora puedes
support our parish apoyar a tu parroquia
by donating online! Donando en linea!

*Monthly donations will be debited on or after the 27th of each month*

Pray For All of Our Service Men and Women: "Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and
their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.” AMEN.




Sunday Readings
First Reading:

And thus were the o]
made straight. (Wis 9

Readings E= ‘Weéek

Monday, September 8th

Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6¢/Mt 1:1-
16, 18-23 or 1:18-23

Tuesday, September 9th

Col 2:6-15/Ps 62:6-7, 9/Lk 6:12-19

Wednesday, September 10th

Col 3:1-11/Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab/Lk 6:20-26
Thursday, September 11th

Col 3:12-17/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 6:27-38
Friday, September 12th

1Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11/Lk
6:39-42

Saturday, September 13th

1Tm 1:15-17/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7/Lk
6:43-49

This Week at St. James...

Monday, September 8th
8:00am —8:30am Daily
Mass

6:30pm —8:00pm Ministry
Leads Meeting

Tuesday, September 9th
8:00am —8:30am Daily
Mass

9:00am —12:00pm Safe
Environment Training
Support

12:00pm -2:00pm Hooks
and Needles Meeting
2:30pm —-3:45pm Legion of
Mary

6:00pm =7:30pm Junior
High Group

Wednesday, September
10th

7:00am -11:00am
Rummage Sorting
6:00pm —6:45pm
Reconciliation

7:00pm =7:30pm Daily
Mass

Thursday, September 11th
8:00am —8:30am Daily
Mass

9:00am —=12:00pm Safe
Environment Training
Support

5:30pm -7:00pm Espafiol
Coro Practicar

6:00pm =7:30pm Teen
Confirmation class

6:30pm —8:00pm Finance
Council Meeting

7:00pm —8:30pm English
Choir Practice

Friday, September 12th
8:00am —8:30am Daily
Mass

8:30am —4:00pm Adoration
4:00pm Benediction
6:00pm —=8:00pm Young
Adults Group

Saturday, September 13th
Mass Times: 8am and 4pm
9:00am =10:00am
Rummage Meeting
2:00pm =3:30pm
Reconciliation

Sunday, September 14th
Mass Times: 8:00am,
10am,12pm (Spanish), 6pm
7:00am —8:00am Choir
Rehearsal

9:00am —10:00am Choir
Rehearsal

11:00am —1:30pm African
Choir Rehearsal (Sundays)
11:00am —12:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

11:15am -12:00pm Rosary
1:15pm —=1:45pm Rosary -
Divine Mercy Chaplet
7:00pm =8:30pm Teen
Group

Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament is every
Friday beginning at
8:30 AM and

concludes at 4:00 PM.

Come visit Jesus, the Prince of Peace, the Creator of the
Universe, the Merciful Savior, for just one of these Hours.

During exposition, Jesus cannot be left unattended.

Adoration =

ONE hour.




From Fr. Ben's Desk.

REFLECTIONS ON THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME.

This week we celebrate the Twenty-Third Sunday in ordinary time of the liturgical year. The word of God today invites us to
renounce all our possessions, to take up our crosses and follow Jesus. To do that we must be led by God's wisdom.

The first reading from the Book of Wisdom reminds us of the fragility of our bodies. We are told that unless we are guided
by the spirit, all our efforts in life are futile. The author of the book of wisdom makes it clear to us without God’s help; we
cannot comprehend God's intention for our lives. “Who can know God’s counsel, or who can conceive what the Lord
intends?” (Wisdom 9:13). We are reminded about the limits of our knowledge. If we cannot fully understand the things of
the world in which we live, how much more difficult is it for us to understand the things of heaven which are beyond our
reach?

The second reading from St. Paul's letter to Philemon speaks about the evil of slavery. Onesimus is sent back from Paul to
Philemon as a free man, “no longer as a slave, but a brother and a partner” (Philemon 1:16-16). In Jesus all of us are free
men and women. Reading about the story of Onesimus as a freed slave and his relationship with Philemon and St. Paul,
takes me back to how one feels when visiting the town of Bagamoyo. The town of Bagamoyo in Tanzania, East Africa,
located along the west coast shores of the Indian Ocean, about 60 kilometers north of the city of Dar es Salaam. Among
other things, this town is known as one of the biggest slave markets during the deplorable slave-trade era in East Africa
(1800-1890). In 1868, the first French Holy Ghost Missionaries arrived in Bagamoyo. One of their evangelization methods
was to ransom slaves. They established a church in Bagamoyo and Christian villages which were also known as “Freedom
villages,” about 4000 freed slaves were resettled in these villages. Many of the freed slaves became the first East African
Christians.

Today's Gospel is the continuation of the teachings of our Lord about the necessary condition or requirements of
discipleship. Two Sundays ago (Twenty-First Sunday), the Lord told us to enter through a narrow gate if we want to go to
heaven. Last Sunday (Twenty-Second Sunday), Jesus taught us about the absolute necessity of the virtue of humility. Today
we are asked to renounce all possessions’, take up our crosses and follow Jesus. The Lord says, “Whoever cannot carry his
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:27).

My dear brothers and sisters, our Christian life is characterized by two complementary parts. The first part is a vocation. To
be a Christian is to respond to a certain voice or invitation. We are Christians because we have been called by God in one
way or the other. Our vocations are expressed in various ways. Some are lay members of the church and some of us are
ordained ministers. Each of our vocations is precious before the Lord. The second part of our Christian life is Mission. We
are Christians because we are being sent to do something. Our mission is to proclaim the Gospel by words and deeds. The
Second Vatican council emphasizes this when it says that “The church is essentially missionary” (Ad Gentes 2). In Mother
Teresa's words: “All of us are missionaries. Some give by going, others go by giving.”

Today Jesus is inviting us to dedicate our lives to our vocation and mission totally and wholeheartedly. We are asked to
sacrifice even our family ties as this will enable us to follow him freely. In a radical way we are asked to carry our own
crosses and follow Jesus. The cross becomes a sign through which we can earn our perseverance in our vocation and
mission as Christians.

One of the difficulties we encounter while reading and meditating on the Gospel message of today is the use of the word
“hate” in today's text, “If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother...” (Lk 14:26). Perhaps the best way to
understand what Jesus means by “hate” is to read the parallel text, the word which is used as a substitute for the hate is
“love more”. “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me...” (Mt 10:38). With the help of this text
from St. Mathew, we can conclude that when Jesus says that we should hate, our relatives, he implies that nothing should
come in between us and commitment to Him as His disciples. To be a disciple of Jesus demands that we must put Jesus
first and others later. Our love for our parents, relatives and friends does not dimmish because of following Jesus. On the
contrary, those bonds are strengthened by our commitments. However, they should never be obstacles to our vocations.

In addition to carrying our crosses, we are also asked to be always ready and prepared to face challenges in life. In the
examples which Jesus gives in today’s Gospel, we are asked to be prepared like a person who constructs a house or a
commander who prepares his troops for war. We must always take into consideration the cost of discipleship. There is no
turning back once we put our hands on a plow of discipleship (Lk 9:62). As Jesus challenges us, let us say “Yes” when we
mean yes and no when we mean no (Mt 5:34-37).




Ministry Updates

Fally Formation:
Save the Date for October 1*
Startmg wlth 5:30 Mass

First Reconciliation:

\Save the Date for September 17"

6pm to 7:30pm for those who
are registered!

Middle School: September 27" from 10am to 4pm.
High School: Saturday, October 4" from 10am to 4pm
« 530 cost includes lunch, snacks, shirt and fees.
« Youth from St. Helens, St. Raphael and Our Lady of
the Valley will also be on the retreat.

« Friends are always welcome to come with
Sign up with the QR Code and let them know you are with

St. James. For any questions contact Brianna Chavez via
email brianna@stjames-greater.com

Do you want to help the youth
group but without the drama?
Sponsor a meal for our Teen

E]ﬁrf}?,,ﬁ ©
a?isz--;_r ,gr-i

E lﬂﬁ;& ¥ Group on Sunday night. From

iﬁ;ﬁ.& i »  Lasagna to pizza to sandwiches,
“‘E;,- “i+  you make it, we eat it. To sign up

E] e just scan the QR code or contact

Brianna via email,
brianna@stjames-greater.com.

SPONSOR

‘Greater’ Hangouts Young Adult Group next meet up

is Friday, September 12" from 6-8pm in the parish

hall! Come join us for our “Story of Salvation” Bible
Study. Hope to see you there!

Volunteers Needed!
Children’s Formation & Time commitment:
= Catechist - twice per month
« Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) - once
per month
« Hospitality - As needed for retreat luncheons /
dinners
*Training will be provided!
If interested, please email Terri Simonetta at
terri@stjames-greater.com 0
"i-.mh
Youth Group & Time commitment: *ou;
« Junior High - Tuesdays 5:30pm to 8pm
« Teen Group - Sundays 6:60pm to 9pm

If interested, please email Brianna Chavez at
brianna@stjames-greater.com

if

YOUTH GROUP
BBQ KICKOFF

L8 .8 & ¢

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7™ FROM 7-8:30PM
IN THE PARISH HALL.
COME JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF FUN WITH FOOD,
GAMES AND FELLOWSHIP! BRING YOUR
FRIENDS!!

Sacrament of Baptism / Sacramento de Bautismo
Please contact Terri-Ext 104.

Must be a registered parishioner for six months.
Preparation classes are required. A brochure is
available in the church foyer.

Sacrament of Marriage / Sacramento de Matrimonio
Nine months in advance. Preparation classes are
required.

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Call the Parish Office when seriously ill.




Stay Connected

Fellowship in St James Hall

Sundays Following
The 8:00 and 10:00 Masses!

O=
. 44
Come Meet Your Fellow Parishioners and Have Donuts
and Coffee ($1.00 ea.)

-
Thank you, Mary Ann for the 20 years of serving
with the Immaculate Heart Gift Shop! There will still
be little gift shop kiosk by the front office.

Pumpkin Patch Volunteers Needed!
St. James pumpkin patch is back! We need YOUR
help! If you are interested in volunteering, we need
slots filled (October 15th-31st). We will need help
unloading the pumpkins on October 14" at 1pm.
Scan the QR code to sign up!

Please contact Brianna Chavez for any questiops vja
email, brianna@stjames-greater.com

@fv;;mm

This week our pantry needs
jelly, crackers, and tuna.

SVdP: In today’s Gospel, Jesus lays out the demands of
following him, the great cost of discipleship. The Mission
Statement of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul states:
“Vincentians witness God's love by embracing all works
of charity and justice...the Society makes no distinction
in those served because, in them, Vincentians see the
face of Christ.”

Have you considered answering the call to help serve
the poor by joining SVdP? We need some new
volunteers; we work on Wednesday and Saturday
mornings.

“If God is the center of your life, now words are
necessary. Your mere presence will touch hearts.” St.
Vincent de Paul

Liturgical Ministry ()
bl Training

“Be not afraid” to serve! God calls each of us to
share our gifts. Learn to serve as a minister of the
word, minister of the Holy Eucharist, and minister
of hospitality.
First Wednesdays at 10:00 AM
First Saturdays at 9:30 AM

Come, be part of something beautiful!

*Training and Retraining is done by Appointment.

St. James Fall
ol Festival
%‘N&-‘“\& Friday, October 24"

Saturday, October 25"

Save the Date: September 20"

YOUR

VOICE.
STORY.
CHURCH.

Trramby, O Churst, e e Light o the Mystary of Lave

Do you want to
decorate and submit
your car for the trunk
or treat? Contact the
front office.

As part of the Jubilee Year of Hope, Bishop Dolan has launched
the Synod of Young Adults in the Diocese of Phoenix. Young
adults ages 18-39 from across the diocese are invited to come
and engage with the broader Church, share their voices, and
shape the direction of the Catholic faith in today’s world. All
young adults are welcome to come September 20th from 2-
4pm in the St. James parish hall. We want to hear from you!
4pm Vigil Mass will follow.




What’s Happening

YOU KNOW ?

of $3,550 per month for
electricity, water, and trash
1 to decrease the electric bill
nd minimizing hall

Just a few of the hundreds of Gift Cards available
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Scrip order forms available in office; due by 3™ Sunday.
Need sooner? Order online! Enroliment Code available in office,

¥ RoseRght

£ o/ Where:
> St. Helen's
> Mﬁ-l”iﬂ‘ al- “ Catholic Church
R 5510 W. Cholla St.
Glendale, AZ

Come and Join Us Time: 11:15-2:30

Promote your business while supporting our parish!
Purchasing an ad on the back of the bulletin helps
you reach hundreds of local families each week. For
details, contact the office.

Registration 518.00 on Sept. 13, 2025
Registration through Eventbrite—search for
9 icat Meal
r: Bis op for the Diocese
of Phoenix - . 13, 2025
Registration's ine Sept. B, 2025 by mail

Sept. 10th online - Seating is [mited, reqister early.

Magnificat is a Ministry to Catholic Women (and men)
in the Diocese of Phoenix,
Women sharing in testimony of how
God has worked in their lives.

Contact information for registration
Esther Ramirez, 623-565-0304, mrs. erramirez@gmail.com
make checks payable to Phoenix nificat;
include your email address and mail to: Esther Ramirez,
10604 N. 53rd Ave., Glendale, AZ 85304

Link con be Fourd on our Focsbookpege Phoenix Magnificat

.
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Your Gifts have a Purpose @__'-’::‘
- Find a Ministry. Serve &%
Your Community.

o
i % :
R

e . 2
g 2
Choir, Altar Servers, Office Volunteers, etc. @:;i, ‘E.EH:;;I‘“ e F

2025/2026 ONLINE RENEWAL

All renewals are due NOW!

*Check to see if your background check is expiring.
If it expires anytime in 2025, you need to complete
the criminal background check box framed in red.

MINISTRY LEADER MEETING

A mandatory meeting of all Ministry Leaders will be
held on Monday, September 8th at 6 PM in the
parish hall. We'll provide Important updates on how
our ministry activities impact both our parish
community and our staff, and how we can work
together to strengthen them. Questions? Leave a

Thank you!

message in the office for Bobbi, or call 856-858-2027.

-

SEPTEMBER '11

2

O Lord, you who are the God of the living and the
dead, we remember this day those who died on
9/11: we thank you for all who sacrificed their lives
in the service of others, we pray that you would heal
any lingering traumatic memories and that you
would mend all relations that remain broken still,
between neighbor or nation, and that you would
kindle in us the true love of justice and peace, so
that we might work toward a day in which nation
shall not lift up sword against nation. We pray this in
the name of the Prince of Peace. Amen.




DOES YOUR NONPROFIT : s il
OREANIZATIONNEED 55 4 SUEses
A NEWSI_E.ITER" ..: of ‘ | = Ioca_l taleﬁtfor

Engaging, ad-supported

.gtg {?d ital 1 - Jim Scarmozzino, Owner
printan igita | ; B 1 vt e (480) 799-7427
newsletters to reach "’
your community.

American Tree Trimmers

Visit Ioi it CALL Enhancing Your Investment One Tree at a Time
T TR u 80 0“477“4574 AmericanTreeTrimmers.com info@americantreetrimmers.com

WE'RE HIRING! B~ 1Sl yryypsppmes $igh T

AD SALES EXECUTIVES P v Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire
v FamllylFrlends v GPS & Fall Alert _gr (
BE YOURSELF.

BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.
ADT-Monitored Home Security

* Paid training f Get 28-Hour Protection From a Mame You Can Trust  ©
* Some travel —-
» Work-life balance = Eetginy BC Dt ket -
. ; . Fire Safety Carbon Monaxide : [ AD
* Full-Time with benefits Contact us at D
careersi@4lpi.com or I A1 = DESIGN

www.4lpi.com/careers Auhorized | 5o o Streets

* Serve your community

e

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS i ourchase
of this

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish! i & 1 (,, space
WE APPRECIATE OUR &’

ADVERTISERS!

mmcaleer@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6307

800-950-9952

Place Your Ad Here and = NEVER MlSS UUR BULLE”N[ SUPPORT

Support our Parish!

instently createand i’ . 3 SUBSCRIBE

purchase an ad with

AD CREATOR STUDIO _ Have_* our bulletin
. | emailed to you

ELEE J | every week. A
31k 5

E ﬂpi.cam/adcreator Visit www.parishesonline.com

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. James Roman Catholic Parish, AZ 05-1356




