
• CTP Coordinator      Christina Metelski 

• Funeral Coordinator       Deacon Frank Devine 

• Bulletin Editor       Thelia Morris  

• St. Vincent DePaul       Phone: 623-581-0728  

• Holy Cross Catholic       Phone:  623-936-1710 

  Cemetery & Funeral Home (Available 24 hours) 

Weekend Masses † Saturday - 4:00PM  

Sunday -  7:30AM, 9:00AM, 11:00AM (Spanish), 11:15 (Hall) 

Daily Mass † Wednesday - 7:00PM 

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday-Friday-Saturday - 8:00AM  

Holy Days † Please consult the Parish Office 

Reconciliation † (Please call the office for information) 

Parish Office Hours † Sunday - 8:30AM-1:00PM / Monday-Thursday - 9:00AM-Noon 

12:30PM-4PM / Friday - 9:00AM-Noon / Saturday - 2:00PM-5:30PM 

St. James Roman Catholic Parish  
A Faith and Family Community 

19640 N. 35th Avenue, Glendale, Arizona 85308 

 Phone 623-581-0707 † Fax 623-581-0110   

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday May 9th, 2021 

† Pastor   Fr. Ben Onegiu, A.J.   

† Parochial Vicar  Fr. Felix Kauta, A.J. 

† Deacons   Dcn. Frank Devine 

    Dcn. Marvin Hernandez 

    Dcn. Ron TenBarge 

† Sisters in Residence  Sr. Betty Banja, S.H.S.  

• Business Manager                 Bob Piotrowski Ext. 101 

   Finance Assistant  Kristy Hillhouse 

   Administrative Assistant Terri Simonetta  

● Director Liturgy & RE Sr. Sophie Lado, S.H.S. 

   Formation Assistant  Mary Ann Zimmerman 

● Director of Music   James Poppleton 

   Assistant Music Director Mike Giacalone 

● Receptionists              Gretchen Fenninger 

    Kristy Hillhouse 

    Irene Molette 

                                             Terri Simonetta 

    Joann Trentacoste 
 

● Facilities Coordinator Rene Vera-Ext 116 

   Maintenance   Martin Sanchez 

    Vince Paul  

 



             Sunday Offertory:     $ 16,773.20 

Our goal is for the Plate Income to cover all Parish 

expenses.  At this time, fundraising income is used 

to supplement the Plate income. 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 

  Thank you for your generosity.   
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Pastoral Council:     PastoralCouncil@stjames-greater.com 

Irene Molette, Chair  ▪  Marge Beach ▪  Charles Ciarametaro 
Gretchen Fenninger  ▪  Carla Gonzales ▪ Jim Jones  ▪ Cindy 
Lancaster  ▪ Bobbi Paul ▪ Ken Pritchett, Knights of Columbus 
Liaison  ▪ Vicky Perez ▪ Linda Rios ▪ Isabel Rogel ▪ Florence Zelman 
Fedde 

Finance Council:     FinanceCouncil@stjames-greater.com  

Alvean Soliz, Chair  ▪  Lew Lancaster ▪  Scott Frier ▪ Elaine Gress  ▪  

Michael McManus ▪ Debbie Morrow 
 

ACH  CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. James is set up to do automatic  payments  (ACH)  from your 

checking  or savings  accounts. The  parish will  receive your contri-

bution, even if you are out of town or out of state.   

If you are interested, please stop by the Parish Office to complete an 

authorization form.   

Accounts will be debited on or after the 27th of each month. 

ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 

St. James Facebook Live Stream: 

Saturday @ 4 PM 

Sunday @ 9AM & 11 AM (Spanish) 

https://www.facebook.com/stjamesromancatholic 

Options to Celebrate Mass from Home 

If you viewed Mass from home, you are invited to join 

us for Holy Communion at the following times:  

 

Saturday: 5:00PM - 5:30PM 

Sunday: 10:00AM - 10:30AM & 12:00PM - 12:30PM  

Holy Communion 

Opciones para celebrar la misa desde casa 

Transmisión en vivo de Facebook de St. James: 

Sábado a las 4 PM 

Domingo a las 9 a.m. y 11 a.m. (español) 

Si vio la Misa desde su casa, está invitado a 

unirse a nosotros para la Sagrada Comunión 

en los siguientes horarios: 

Sábado: 5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 

Domingo: 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM y 12:00 PM - 

12:30 PM  

Spiritual Communion 

By making an Act of Spiritual Communion, we 

express our faith in Christ’s Real Presence in the 

Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us.  

Here is the Act of Spiritual Communion written by 

St. Alphonsus de Liguori: 

My Jesus,  

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

https://www.facebook.com/stjamesromancatholic/


 Articles for the church bulletin need to be submitted and approved by administration no later than noon on Tuesday.  Send to bulletin@stjames-greater.com 
 

 Announcements must be submitted in writing or by email to James no later than noon on Tuesday.  Email: jamespoppleton@gmail.com 
 

 Flyers to advertise upcoming parish or diocesan events must be submitted to jamespoppleton@gmail.com no later than  

Tuesday noon to be included in the video loop for the upcoming weekend. 
 

All articles, announcements and flyers will be included—space permitting. 

                                                      Pray For All of Our Service Men and Women. 

"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and  Savior.”  AMEN. 

† Please pray for those who have died † 

              Please pray for the sick in our community, especially those from our Parish. 

Richard & Judy Adams, Fr. Frank Bartel, Laura Conrady Blum, Bob Conrady, John Crable, Margo Duepner, Lucia Dye, Brian Ferber, Elizabeth Grace, Peggy Hickey, John Ingram Sr., 
Janice Gress Johnson, Myrna Joseph, Rebecca Kanclerz, Notty Koot, Larry Licari, Gregory Lubert, Lawrence Lubert, Bud Lucy, Elvira Martinez, Raymond Montay, Alyce Moore, Jesusa 

Orosco, Samuel Paul, Michael Phillip, Don Ruff, Fred Sierra, Veronica Silvasi, Tom Spoto, Vikas Upadhyaya 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and their caregivers in your prayers.  

We welcome your prayer requests for your family members and friends.  Direct permission from the person is needed.  They will remain on the list for 30 days.  If someone 
is seriously ill, you may request that they remain on the list for 3 months.  If after 3 months they wish to remain on the prayer list, please contact the Front office. Thank you. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is  

every Friday beginning at 9:00 AM and concludes 

at 4:00 PM. 

Come visit Jesus, the Prince of Peace, the Creator of 

the Universe, the Merciful Savior, for just one of 

these Hours.  

During exposition, Jesus cannot be left unattended.  

Adoration = ONE hour.  

We have been told that Jesus has been left alone  

recently.  To prevent this we are requesting that  

we have 2 people sign up for each hour.  Please 

stop by the office if you have an hour between 9 

and 4 on Fridays that you can spend visiting Jesus. 

Sacrament of Baptism  

Sacramento de Bautismo 

Please contact Mary Ann-Ext 104.  

Must be a registered parishioner for six months. 

Preparation classes are required.  A brochure is 

available in the church foyer. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacramento de Matrimonio 

Please contact Deacon Ron-Ext 100 (for English), 

or Deacon Marvin-Ext 100 (for Spanish)  

nine months in advance.  Preparation classes 

are required.   
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 

Call the Parish Office when seriously ill.   
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MON 10 - MAY 8:00 AM JESSICA CONNOR (BIRTHDAY) 

TUE 11 - MAY 8:00 AM MARY CORLEY † 

WED 12 - MAY 7:00 PM BRUCE OROSCO † 

THUR 13 - MAY 8:00 AM MIKE & KAREN MCMANUS (54TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY) 

FRI 14 - MAY 8:00 AM JAXSON MIKELONIS (1ST BIRTHDAY) 

SAT 15 - MAY 8:00 AM MARION & MARY KRAWIEC † 

  4:00PM TOM AND JOANNE WALTZ (40TH  WEDDING ANNIVERSARY) 

SUN 16 - MAY 7:30 AM MARIJORIE & LEO SAYLER † 

 (CHURCH) 9:00 AM ST. JAMES PARISHIONERS 

 (CHURCH) 11:00 AM ESPERANZA GARCIA  † 

 (HALL) 11:15 AM THE FAMILY OF DAVID  VINCENT ADAMS, SR. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

May 10 - May 15 

 Mon: Acts 16: 11-15, Jn 15: 26 -- 16: 4a  

 Tue: Acts 16: 22-34, Jn 16: 5-11  

 Wed:  Acts 17: 15. 22 -- 18: 1, Jn 16: 12-15  

 Thu: Acts 18: 1-8, Jn 16: 16-20  

  Fri: Acts 1: 15-17. 20-26, Jn 15: 9-17  

  Sat: Acts 18: 23-28, Jn 16: 23b-28  

                  NEXT SUNDAY 
May 16 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD  
Acts 1: 1-11 

Eph 4: 1-13 or Eph 4: 1-7. 11-13 or  

Eph 1: 17-23,  

Mk 16: 15-20  

2021  

June 20, 23, 27, 28, 29 

  

ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 

Masses are still available on the following dates: 

Those dates above have one or more Masses currently 

open. We encourage you to request a special day to have 

your Mass intentions. In an effort to accommodate every-

one, we respectfully ask that requests be limited to no more 

than two Masses within the same week, Mon-Sat or one 

Sunday Mass. Please stop by the Parish office. 

              Please pray for the sick in our community, especially those from our Parish. 

Richard & Judy Adams, Fr. Frank Bartel, Laura Conrady Blum, Bob Conrady, John Crable, Margo Duepner, Lucia Dye, Brian Ferber, Elizabeth Grace, Peggy Hickey, John Ingram Sr., 
Janice Gress Johnson, Myrna Joseph, Rebecca Kanclerz, Notty Koot, Larry Licari, Gregory Lubert, Lawrence Lubert, Bud Lucy, Elvira Martinez, Raymond Montay, Alyce Moore, Jesusa 

Orosco, Samuel Paul, Michael Phillip, Don Ruff, Fred Sierra, Veronica Silvasi, Tom Spoto, Vikas Upadhyaya 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and their caregivers in your prayers.  

We welcome your prayer requests for your family members and friends.  Direct permission from the person is needed.  They will remain on the list for 30 days.  If someone 
is seriously ill, you may request that they remain on the list for 3 months.  If after 3 months they wish to remain on the prayer list, please contact the Front office. Thank you. 

              Please pray for the sick in our community, especially those from our Parish. 

Richard & Judy Adams, Fr. Frank Bartel, Laura Conrady Blum, Bob Conrady, John Crable, Margo Duepner, Lucia Dye, Brian Ferber, Elizabeth Grace, Peggy Hickey, John Ingram Sr., 
Janice Gress Johnson, Myrna Joseph, Rebecca Kanclerz, Notty Koot, Larry Licari, Gregory Lubert, Lawrence Lubert, Bud Lucy, Elvira Martinez, Raymond Montay, Alyce Moore, Jesusa 

Orosco, Samuel Paul, Michael Phillip, Don Ruff, Fred Sierra, Veronica Silvasi, Tom Spoto, Vikas Upadhyaya 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and their caregivers in your prayers.  

We welcome your prayer requests for your family members and friends.  Direct permission from the person is needed.  They will remain on the list for 30 days.  If someone 
is seriously ill, you may request that they remain on the list for 3 months.  If after 3 months they wish to remain on the prayer list, please contact the Front office. Thank you. 

 

Richard & Judy Adams,  Fr. Frank Bartel,  Laura Conrady Blum,  Bob Conrady,  John Crable,  Margo Duepner,  Lucia Dye,  Brian Ferber,  Elizabeth Grace,  Peggy Hickey,  John 
Ingram Sr., Janice Gress Johnson,  Myrna Joseph, Rebecca Kanclerz,  Notty Koot, Larry Le Fevre,  Larry Licari,  Gregory Lubert,  Lawrence Lubert,  Bud Lucy,  Elvira Martinez,  
Raymond Montay,  Alyce Moore, Jesusa Orosco, Samuel Paul,  Michael Phillip, Don Ruff,  Fred Sierra, Veronica Silvasi,  Tom Spoto, Vikas Upadhyaya 



 WHY REGISTER??? 
 

Being a registered, active, participating member of a Parish, is 
important when you need to Baptize, Sponsor a Child for Sacra-
ments, get Married...and Funerals as well. 
 

For parents of children enrolled in Catholic Schools, in order to 
receive the school reduced Catholic tuition rate, your family needs 
to meet the criteria set by the Parish for being a registered, active, 
participating member. 
 

The definition of a registered, active, participating member, in-
cludes attending Mass regularly, as well as contributing with an 
envelope to the Offertory along with supporting the ministry life of 
the Parish. 

Do you shop Amazon?  Now you can earn money 
for St. James for most Amazon purchases!  Just do your 
shopping on smile.amazon.com, and the Amazon Smile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible items 
purchased to the charitable organization of your choice…
ST. JAMES! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/80-0312077  

St. James Recycle Program 

SVdP  In the Gospel today, Jesus says to us, “This 
is my commandment: love one another as 
I have loved you…You are my friends if 
you do what I command you.” 

By your gift to the SVdP you fulfill this 
commandment. 

This week our pantry needs jelly and canned chili. 

We are asking you to consider donating to SVdP at 
St. James through the Arizona Charitable Tax 
Credit, single persons can donate up to $400 and 
married couples can donate up to $800. This year 
the code 20540 must be noted on your State tax 
return Form 321, due to the extension of the tax 
deadline donations now need to be made prior to 
5/17/21.  
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ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 

Immaculate Hearts Gift Shop and Café 

The gift shop will be open this Sunday from 
8:30am-11am for last minute Mother’s Day  

greeting cards and gifts. Thank you for 
supporting St. James through your gift shop 

purchases. 

 
Reminder: We will be having a fi-
nal Family night on Tuesday and 
Wednesday May 11th and 12th, 

from 6pm-7:30. Dinner will be served. In an effort 
to maintain the ability to social distance, please at-
tend on your assigned night. Please call Mary Ann 

in the office with questions. 

FAMILY FORMATION NEWS 

st. james gift card program 

Shop right here at St James and support the parish at 
the same time.  You choose the cards you want to 
purchase, pay face value of the card, and St. James 

will receive a percentage of the sale.   

Please place your orders in the office by:   

Friday  May 21, 2021 

 

Plan ahead, budget your 
spending, and spread your 
spending over a couple of 

paydays!   

Stop at the Parish Office to pick up an order form. 

 

Questions?  Contact Irene Molette at  scrip@stjames-greater.com 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/80-0312077
mailto:scrip@stjames-greater.com


ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 
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Words from Our Pastor — Fr. Ben 

 

Reflections on the word of God 

Happy Mother’s Day to our mother’s, grandmothers, stepmothers, and all others who offer motherly sup-
port in a loving way. A Jewish proverb says, “God could not be everywhere, and therefore he created 
mothers.” (Holy humor, by Cal and Rose Samra, pg 81-85) 

Love is in our minds and our hearts today as we recall the love of our parents, specifically their love and 
dedication of our mothers. Love is also in the reading of today. Our first reading tells us of God’s love as 
God reveals his love and salvation to the people of every race and culture in a conversation of the Roman 
officer with his family and friends.  

John’s letter, our second reading, tells us everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. In to-
day's Gospel, as Jesus gathers with his disciples at the Last Super, he focuses his remarks on love. He has 
just told them, as we heard last week: “I am the vine, you are the branches. Remain in me, as I in you.” The 
image of the vine and the branches symbolize the intimate sharing of life and love that we can have with 
him if we choose to remain in him, choose to be connected with him. 

I believe we have heard of the three words in Greek describing love. Agape, Philia and Eros. 

Philia I was told gave a name to one of our major cities, Philadelphia, which means a city of brotherly love. 
Philia means friendship love. Meanwhile Philia refers to a kind of mutuality, two people benefiting from a 
relationship they have with each other. 

Eros you can figure out from the English word “erotic.” 

Agape refers to an unselfish kind of love, giving kind of love in which, a person does not ask anything in 
return. God’s love is Agape. God’s love is a pure gift. We don’t make God any greater, richer or happier 
than we would be without him. God is always the giver-that is why we so often use the word “grace” in 
our theology because grace means gift. 

Whenever we hear Jesus speak the word “love” in our reading today, in the original Greek version of the 
gospel, the word used was “agape”. He wants our love to be like his. “This is my commandment, love one 
another as I love you.” 

How do we manage to have that kind of unselfish love, a love that is willing to lay down one’s life for an-
other? We can only have agape love with the help of the source of all love, God who is love. 

Jesus tells us we will be greatly blessed if we do what he tells us to do and if we keep his commandment 
(he calls it a commandment because we don’t always feel like loving people). Our blessings will be, first of 
all, joy: “I told you this so that my joy may be in you.” We will know Christ’s friendship; we will be cho-
sen to bear fruit (i.e., we will do good works) and God will hear our prayers and answer them: “whatever 
you ask of my Father in my name he will give you.” 

Does that give enough reason to try to give each day the people we meet (even our enemies) with Agape 
love? 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers who have loved their families with this kind of unselfish, devoted 
love. 

God is Good! 



ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 
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Words from Our Pastor — Fr. Ben 

 

Reflexionado la palabra de Dios. 

  

Feliz Día de la Madre a nuestras mamás, abuelas, madrastras y todos los demás que brindan apoyo maternal 
de manera cariñosa. Un proverbio judío dice: "Dios no podía estar en todas partes, y por eso creó a las ma-
dres". (Santo humor, por Cal y Rose Samra, pg 81-85) 

 

El amor está en nuestras mentes y corazones hoy al recordar el amor de nuestros padres, específicamente su 
amor y dedicación a nuestras madres. El amor también está en la lectura de hoy. Nuestra primera lectura nos 
habla del amor de Dios cuando Dios revela su amor y salvación a la gente de todas las razas y culturas en una 
conversación del oficial romano con su familia y amigos. 

 

La carta de San Juan, nuestra segunda lectura, nos dice que todo el que ama es engendrado por Dios y conoce 
a Dios. En el Evangelio de hoy, cuando Jesús se reúne con sus discípulos en la Última Ceba, centra sus comen-
tarios en el amor. Él les acaba de decir, como escuchamos la semana pasada: “Yo soy la vid, ustedes son los 

sarmientos (parras). Permanezcan en mí, como yo en ustedes ". La imagen de la vid y los sarmientos (parras) 
simbolizan el compartir íntimo de la vida y el amor que podemos tener con él si elegimos permanecer en él, 
elegir estar conectados con él. 

 

Creo que hemos oído hablar de las tres palabras en griego que describen el amor. Agape, Philia y Eros. 

 

Philia me dijeron que le dio un nombre a una de nuestras principales ciudades, Filadelfia, que significa una 
ciudad de amor fraternal. Philia significa amor de amistad. Mientras tanto, Philia se refiere a una especie de 
reciprocidad, dos personas que se benefician de una relación que tienen entre sí. Eros se puede deducir de la 

palabra en inglés “erotico/erotic". 

 

Ágape se refiere a un tipo de amor desinteresado, un tipo de amor en el que una persona no pide nada a cam-
bio. El amor de Dios es Ágape. El amor de Dios es un don puro. No hacemos a Dios más grande, más rico o 
más feliz de lo que seríamos sin él. Dios es siempre el dador, por eso usamos tan a menudo la palabra 
“gracia” en nuestra teología, porque gracia significa don. 

 

Siempre que escuchamos a Jesús pronunciar la palabra "amor" en nuestra lectura de hoy, en la versión griega 
original del evangelio, la palabra usada fue "ágape". Quiere que nuestro amor sea como el suyo. "Este es mi 
mandamiento, que se amen los unos a los otros como yo los amo". 

¿Cómo nos las arreglamos para tener ese tipo de amor desinteresado, un amor que está dispuesto a dar la vi-
da por otro? Solo podemos tener amor ágape con la ayuda de la fuente de todo amor, Dios que es amor. 

 

Jesús nos dice que seremos muy bendecidos si hacemos lo que él nos dice que hagamos y si guardamos su 
mandamiento (él lo llama un mandamiento porque no siempre tenemos ganas de amar a la gente). Nuestras 
bendiciones serán, ante todo, alegría: "Les dije esto para que mi alegría esté en ustedes". Conoceremos la 
amistad de Cristo; seremos elegidos para llevar fruto (es decir, haremos buenas obras) y Dios escuchará nues-
tras oraciones y las responderá: "Todo lo que le pidas a mi Padre en mi nombre, él te lo dará". 

 

¿Eso da razón suficiente para tratar de dar cada día amor ágape a las personas que conocemos (incluso a 
nuestros enemigos)? 

 

Feliz Día de la Madre a todas las madres que han amado a sus familias con este tipo de amor abnegado y de-
voto. 

 

¡Dios es bueno! 
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Monday, May 10, 2021 
MEMORIAL OF DAMIEN DE VEUSTER, PRIEST 
Pray for those who heal 

The story of Saint Damien de Veuster, a Belgian priest who 

missioned to quarantined lepers in Hawaii and died of the dis-

ease, is extraordinary—although often echoed these days as 

legions of medical professionals all over the world put them-

selves in harm’s way to treat the sick and dying of COVID. Fa-

ther Damian is a “martyr of charity,” and we’ve been blessed 

with multitudes of fearless, generous heroes like him who’ve 

expended themselves physically and emotionally to get us 

through this pandemic. Give thanks to God for our modern mar-

tyrs of charity and ask for Father Damian’s intercession to keep 

them safe and send them spiritual strength. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 16:11-15; John 15:26-16:4a (291).  

“And you also testify, because you have been with me from the 

beginning.” 

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 
EASTER WEEKDAY 
Cultivate an appreciation of rural traditions 

Though they’ve disappeared from most modern calendars, two 

older Catholic observances converge today. One is the petition-

ing of the “Ice Saints”—Boniface of Tarsus, Pancras, and 

Servatius—so named because their feasts fall during what 

were believed in some northern nations to be the last days of 

spring when a cold snap might damage spring plantings. The 

other observance, beginning on the Tuesday before Ascension 

Thursday, is known as the Minor Rogation Days. These two, 

along with the Catholic observance of Ember Days, are reli-

gious celebrations more commonly tied to the rhythms of rural 

life. They include the blessing of fields for a good harvest and 

prayers for good weather. Learn more at .org. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 16:22-34; John 16:5-11 (292). “His 

household rejoiced at having come to faith in God.” 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 
MEMORIALS OF NEREUS AND ACHILLEUS, MARTYRS; PAN-

CRAS, MARTYR 
Religious freedom is a timeless concern 

Sometimes it is difficult to relate to the martyrs of the early 

church because their lives are so different from our own. Nere-

us and Achilleus were Roman soldiers who had participated in 

carrying out persecutions of Christians. In a “miracle of faith,” 

they were converted and died their own martyred deaths in the 

late first century. Pancras was a 14-year-old martyr of the same 

era who was beheaded because he publicly affirmed his faith in 

Jesus Christ. On this Easter weekday, give thanks for the ability 

to freely worship and pray for those around the world who do 

not enjoy such freedom. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; John 16:12-15 (293).  

“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth . . . will guide you to all 

truth.” 

Thursday, May 13, 2021 
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
Celebration moved to Sunday 

Today’s Feast of the Ascension gives wide recognition to a ra-

ther complex idea—that Christ both ascended to heaven and 

remains with us. In fact, we get a taste of heaven when we uni-

fy ourselves with Jesus in spirit and action. Saint Augustine 

taught “although he ascended alone, we also ascend, because 

we are in him by grace.” From attending Mass to aiding the 

needy, on this feast day we can all take a step toward unity with 

Christ. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 4:1-13 or Ephesians 

1:17-23; Mark 16:15-20 (58). “So then the Lord Jesus . . . was 

taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God.” 

Friday, May 14, 2021 
FEAST OF MATTHIAS, APOSTLE 
Abstinence makes the faith grow stronger 

Although self-denial is celebrated in all major religions as a vir-

tue, the value isn’t so much in the practice as in the motivation. 

For Christians the virtuous motivation for abstinence of food, 

drink, or particular desires comes from love. We deny ourselves 

for God’s sake and for the sake of others. Saint Matthias, pa-

tron of alcoholics, encouraged abstinence as a way to grow 

closer to God. He kept his focus on his vocation to spread the 

gospel and let little distract him from his purpose. What can you 

do today to keep your focus on love?  

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; John 15:9-17 (564). 

“This I command you: love one another.” 

Saturday, May 15, 2021 
EASTER WEEKDAY 
Honor the forces of reconciliation 

Pope Saint John XXIII taught that wars are never justified. 

Pope Saint John Paul II wrote to President George W. Bush 

that the Iraq War was unjust. Pope Benedict XVI questioned 

whether any war could be called just. Pope Francis, speaking in 

Hiroshima during his 2019 visit, repeated the positions of the 

previous popes. Christians face a dilemma, wanting world 

peace but also needing some protection from those who don't 

think the same way. The church recognizes a need for the mili-

tary. But the task of the military should be to maintain peace 

and set the conditions for reconciliation. On this Armed Forces 

Day, pray for all our military service members. They have a 

difficult job. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 18:23-28; John 16:23b-28 (296). “For 

the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and 

have come to believe that I came from God.” 
©2021 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All 

rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with 

permission from  

http://www.catholicrurallife.org/


Flights of Faith 

Young adults (21-45) are invited to the 

May Flights of Faith featuring Fr. 

Kevin Penkalski on Mary and the 

Church. 

Please call to RSVP (leave a mes-

sage, if needed) 623-516-4917 

What: Flights of Faith  

When: May 20. Arrive by 6:30 for ordering, talk 

starts at 7 PM. 

Where: State 48 Rock House  

2530 W Happy Valley Rd, Unit 1269 

Phoenix, AZ 85085 

ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 

Phone 623-581-0707 † Fax 623-581-0110 † Web Site - www.stjames-greater.com † email - admin@ stjames-greater.com 

Faith Formation Volunteer 

The Family Formation 

office is in need a 

bilingual (Spanish 

speaking) volunteer to 

help facilitate the monthly 

adult class starting September through May. 

For more detailed information, please contact 

Mary Ann in the parish office 623-581-0707 

x104. The volunteer must be current with the 

Safe Environment Training required by the 

Diocese. 

Voluntario para la Formación de Fe 

La oficina de Formación Familiar necesita un 

voluntario bilingüe (que hable español) para 

ayudar a facilitar la clase mensual para 

adultos que comienza de septiembre a mayo.  

Para obtener información más detallada, 

comuníquese con Mary Ann en la oficina 

parroquial 623-581-0707 x104.  El voluntario 

debe estar al día con el Entrenamiento de 

Ambiente Seguro requerido por la Diócesis. 

Money Counters Needed 

The money counter ministry gathers weekly to 

count our offertory. Calling all former money 

counters and anyone interested in becoming 

a money counter to contact the parish office. 

The commitment is once per month.  

Please prayerfully consider donating your 

time.  
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ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 

Featuring an Electric Wok, Toaster Oven, 

Standing Mixer and more. 

https://stjamesgreater.rallyup.com/springappliance 

Bundle with board games, camera, Oreo 

Milkshake Set, Mini Drone and more. 

https://stjamesgreater.rallyup.com/familyfun 

Pinetop Vacation where you can spend a week in 

the cool, tall pines this July at the Roundhouse 

Resort in Pinetop, Arizona! 

https://stjamesgreater.rallyup.com/familyfun 

All proceeds directly benefit St. 

James parish and our ministries. 

https://stjamesgreater.rallyup.com/springappliance
https://stjamesgreater.rallyup.com/familyfun
https://stjamesgreater.rallyup.com/familyfun


St James Advertisers 

Please patronize our advertisers to thank them for their support. 

 

www.stjamesgreatergiftshop.org 

http://www.stjamesgreatergiftshop.org

