
• CTP Coordinator  Christina Metelski 

• Funeral Coordinator  Deacon Frank Devine 

• Bulletin Editor  Thelia Morris  

• St. Vincent DePaul  Phone: 623-581-0728  

• Holy Cross Catholic  Phone:  623-936-1710 

  Cemetery & Funeral Home    (Available 24 hours) 
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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time –July 12th, 2020 

Mission Statement 
St. James Roman Catholic Parish 
is a warm  and  welcoming, Christ 
centered community, dedicated to 

the service of all. 

Matthew 13:1-23 
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St. James Novena 
Starts Thursday 7/16 

 

�&HOHEUDWH�WKH�
IHDVW�RI�6W��-DPHV�
ZLWK�WKH�1RYHQD��

$GGLWLRQDO�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�
IRXQG�LQVLGH�WKH�

EXOOHWLQ�� 

Weekend Masses † Saturday - 4:00PM  

Sunday - 8:00AM-11:00AM(Spanish)  

Daily Mass † Wednesday - 7:00PM 

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday-Friday-Saturday - 8:00AM  

Holy Days † Please consult the Parish Office 

Reconciliation † 2nd & 4th Wednesdays - 6:00PM-6:45PM 

Saturday -  2:00PM - 3:30PM, or by appointment 

Parish Office Hours † Sunday - 8:00AM-2:00PM / Mon-

day-Thursday - 9:00AM-Noon 12:30PM-4PM / Friday - 
9:00AM-Noon /  

Saturday - 2:00PM-5:30PM 

Ώ Pastor   Fr. Ben Onegiu, A.J.   

Ώ Parochial Vicar  Fr. Felix Kauta, A.J. 

Ώ Deacons   Dcn. Frank Devine 

    Dcn. Marvin Hernandez 

    Dcn. Ron TenBarge 

Ώ Sisters in Residence  Sr. Betty Banja, S.H.S.  

● Business Manager  Bob Piotrowski Ext.101 

   Finance Assistant  Kristy Hillhouse 

   Administrative Assistant Terri Simonetta  

● Director Liturgy & RE Sr. Sophie Lado, S.H.S 

   Formation Assistant  Mary Ann Zimmerman 

   Youth Group Coordinator John Ingram, Jr. 

● Director of Music   James Poppleton 

   Assistant Music Director Mike Giacalone 

● Receptionists              Gretchen Fenninger 

    Kristy Hillhouse 

    Irene Molette 

                                             Terri Simonetta 

● Facilities Coordinator Rene Vera 

   Maintenance   Martin Sanchez 



�������������6XQGD\�2IIHUWRU\�� ���������� 
 &KLOGUHQ¶V�*LYLQJ���� ���� 

Our goal is for the Plate Income to cover all Parish 
expenses.  At this time, fundraising income is used 

to supplement the Plate income.*2019 Giving State-
ments are available for pickup in the office. 

6XQGD\��-XO\��������� 

  Thank you for your generosity.�� 

Phone 623-581-0707 Ώ Fax 623-581-0110 Ώ Web Site - www.stjames-greater.com Ώ email - admin@ stjames-greater.com 

Pastoral Council:     PastoralCouncil@stjames-greater.com 

Irene Molette, Chair  ▪  Marge Beach ▪  Charles Ciarametaro 
Gretchen Fenninger  ▪  Carla Gonzales ▪ Jim Jones  ▪ Cindy 
Lancaster  ▪ Bobbi Paul ▪ Ken Pritchett, Knights of Columbus 
Liaison  ▪ Vicky Perez ▪ Linda Rios ▪ Isabel Rogel ▪ Florence Zelman 
Fedde 

Finance Council:     FinanceCouncil@stjames-greater.com  

Alvean Soliz, Chair  ▪  Lew Lancaster ▪  Scott Frier ▪ Elaine Gress  ▪  
Michael McManus ▪ Debbie Morrow 

 

ACH  CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. James is set up to do automatic  payments  (ACH)  from your 
checking  or savings  accounts. The  parish will  receive your contri-
bution, even if you are out of town or out of state.   

If you are interested, please stop by the Parish Office to complete an 
authorization form.   

Accounts will be debited on or after the 27th of each month. 
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:H�H[WHQG�RXU�KHDUWV�LQ�D�ZDUP�6W��-DPHV�ZHOFRPH�WR�\RX�ZKHWKHU�
ORQJ�WHUP�UHVLGHQWV�RU�QHZO\�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�3DULVK���:H�WKDQN�*RG�WKDW�
\RX�DUH�ZLWK�XV���,I�\RX�DUH�QRW�UHJLVWHUHG��SOHDVH�ILOO�RXW�WKLV�IRUP���
3ODFH�LW�LQ�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�EDVNHW��GURS�LW�RII��RU�PDLO�LW�WR�WKH�RIILFH� 
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&LW\�BBBBBBBBBBBB6WDWHBBBBB=LS�BBBBBB��LQ�IDP�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

5HTXHVW�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�,QIRUPDWLRQ�BBB1HZ�$GGUHVV�BBB1HZ�3KRQHBBB 

0RYLQJ��SOHDVH�UHPRYH�IURP�URVWHUBBB 

,QWHUHVWHG�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�PRUH�DERXW� 

BBB7KH�&DWKROLF�)DLWKBBB�)RFXV�RQ�)DLWKBBB�%DSWLVPBBB0DUULDJH 

BBB<RXWK�*URXSBBB2WKHU�
1HHGVBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

5HJLVWUDWLRQ�PDWHULDO�PD\�EH�SLFNHG�XS�DW�WKH�3DULVK�2IILFH�RU�PDLOHG�
WR�\RXU�KRPH� 

ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 

Spiritual Communion 
%\�PDNLQJ�DQ�$FW�RI 6SLULWXDO�&RPPXQLRQ��ZH�

H[SUHVV�RXU�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW¶V�5HDO�3UHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�
(XFKDULVW�DQG�DVN�KLP�WR�XQLWH�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�XV�� 

+HUH�LV�WKH�$FW�RI�6SLULWXDO�&RPPXQLRQ�ZULWWHQ�E\�
6W��$OSKRQVXV�GH�/LJXRUL� 

0\�-HVXV�  
,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�<RX 

DUH�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�0RVW�+RO\�6DFUDPHQW�  
,�ORYH�<RX�DERYH�DOO�WKLQJV�  

DQG�,�GHVLUH�WR�UHFHLYH�<RX�LQWR�P\�VRXO�  
6LQFH�,�FDQQRW�DW�WKLV�PRPHQW 
UHFHLYH�<RX�VDFUDPHQWDOO\�  

FRPH�DW�OHDVW�VSLULWXDOO\�LQWR�P\�KHDUW� 

,�HPEUDFH�<RX�DV�LI�<RX�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�WKHUH�DQG�
XQLWH�P\VHOI�ZKROO\�WR�<RX� 

Prayer During Coronavirus Pandemic 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Mother Mary, we your 
children of every nation, turn to you in this pandemic. 
Our troubles are numerous; our fears are great. Grant 
that we might deposit them at your feet, take refuge in 

your Immaculate Heart, and obtain peace, healing, 
rescue, and timely help in all our needs. You are our 

Mother. Pray for us to your Son. 

6W��-DPHV�)DFHERRN�/LYH�6WUHDP� 

6DWXUGD\�#���30 

6XQGD\�#��$0�	����$0��6SDQLVK� 

ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬƐƚũĂŵĞƐƌŽŵĂŶĐĂƚŚŽůŝĐ 

 

Options to Celebrate Mass from Home 

,I�\RX�YLHZHG�0DVV�IURP�KRPH��\RX�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�
MRLQ�XV�IRU�+RO\�&RPPXQLRQ�DW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

WLPHV�� 

6DWXUGD\������30�-�����30 

6XQGD\������$0�-������$0�	������30�-�
����30 

Holy Communion 



July 13, 2020 - July 19, 2020 

¨ Articles for the church bulletin need to be submitted and approved by administration no later than noon on Tuesday.  Send to bulletin@stjames-greater.com 
 

¨ Announcements must be submitted in writing or by email to James no later than noon on Tuesday.  Email: jamespoppleton@gmail.com 
 

¨ Flyers to advertise upcoming parish or diocesan events must be submitted to jamespoppleton@gmail.com no later than  
Tuesday noon to be included in the video loop for the upcoming weekend. 

 

All articles, announcements and flyers will be included—space permitting. 

������������������������������������������������������3UD\�)RU�$OO�RI�2XU�6HUYLFH�0HQ�DQG�:RPHQ� 
"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 
perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and  Savior.”  AMEN. 

͕�3OHDVH�SUD\�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�GLHG�-�3KLOOLS�6DOFLGR�͕�� 

Please pray for the sick in our community, especially those from our Parish. 

 Mary Ann A., Fr. Frank Bartel, Laura Conrady Blum, Bob Conrady, Jessica Coy and Family, John Crable, Lucia Dye, Natalie Dye, Brian Ferber, Chris Hargrave, Peggy Hickey, Notty 
Koot, Nancy Lawson, Bud Lucy, The Major Family, Chris Martell, Jeff Martell, Dom Maffetone, Sean McCarty, Kristin & Jaxson Mikelonis, Ronnie Moteesco, Gene Montay,  Jesusa 

Orosco, Samuel Paul, Rocky Racanelli, Don Ruff, Tim Vignali, Barbara Walker, Janet Warnke, Nancy Welton, Millie Yalung 

Please also remember our homebound parishioners and their caregivers in your prayers. 

We welcome your prayer requests for your family members and friends.  Direct permission from the person is needed.  They will remain on the list for 30 days.  If someone 
is seriously ill, you may request that they remain on the list for 3 months.  If after 3 months they wish to remain on the prayer list, please contact the Front office. Thank you. 
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Sacrament of Baptism  

Sacramento de Bautismo 

Please contact Mary Ann-Ext 104.  

Must be a registered parishioner for six months. 

Preparation classes are required.  A brochure is 

available in the church foyer. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacramento de Matrimonio 

Please contact Deacon Ron-Ext 100 (for English), 

or Deacon Marvin-Ext 100 (for Spanish)  

nine months in advance.  Preparation classes 

are required.   
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 

Call the Parish Office when seriously ill.   

 

^ĞƉ  ϭϰ͕�Ϯϭ͕�Ϯϰ͕�Ϯϱ 

KĐƚ Ϯ͕�ϯ͕�ϴ͕�ϭϰ͕�ϭϱ͕�ϭϳ͕�ϭϴ͕�ϭϵ͕�Ϯϭ͕�Ϯϯ͕�Ϯϰ͕�
Ϯϲ͕�Ϯϴ͕�Ϯϵ 

EŽǀ ϱ͕�ϵ͕�ϭϬ͕�ϭϮ͕�ϭϯ͕�ϮϬ͕�Ϯϭ͕�Ϯϯ͕�Ϯϱ͕�Ϯϳ͕�Ϯϴ 

Those dates above have one or more Masses currently 
open. We encourage you to request a special day to have 
your Mass intentions. In an effort to accommodate every-
one, we respectfully ask that requests be limited to no more 
than two Masses within the same week, Mon-Sat or one 
Sunday Mass. Please stop by the Parish office. 

Masses are still available on the following dates: 

ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 

Phone 623-581-0707 Ώ Fax 623-581-0110 Ώ Web Site - www.stjames-greater.com Ώ email - admin@ stjames-greater.com 

MON 13 - Jul 8:00 AM ALL SOULS IN PURGATORY 

TUE 14 - Jul 8:00 AM KATHLEEN SOUZA (DECEASED) 

WED 15 - Jul 7:00 PM ELIZABETH HALL-KOPECKEY (DECEASED) 

THUR 16 - Jul 8:00 AM BOB BIANCA (BIRTHDAY) 

FRI 17 - Jul 8:00 AM CARMEN M. ROSADO (DECEASED) 

SAT 18 - Jul 8:00 AM FRANKIE SANTOS 

  4:00PM MARY MAGKELL (DECEASED) 

SUN 19 - Jul 8:00 AM HELEN LUBERT (DECEASED) 

  8:00AM  
HALL 

JOHN AND JUDY CRABLE (42 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY) 

  11:00 AM GILCHRIST COLINAYO (BIRTHDAY) 

  Rectory ST. JAMES PARISHIONERS 

  Rectory JULIANNA DE MELLO 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

July 13 - July 18 

0RQ��,6�����-����07������-���� 

7XH��,6����-���07������-�� 

:HG��,6�����-����%-����07������-�� 

7KX��,6�����-�������-����07������-�� 

)UL��,6�����-�����-�����-���07�����-� 

6DW��0,����-���07������-�� 

 

��������          NEXT SUNDAY 

    July 19 
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%HLQJ�D�UHJLVWHUHG��DFWLYH��SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�PHPEHU�RI�D�
3DULVK��LV�LPSRUWDQW�ZKHQ�\RX�QHHG�WR�%DSWL]H��6SRQ�
VRU�D�&KLOG�IRU�6DFUDPHQWV��JHW�0DUULHG���DQG�)XQHU�
DOV�DV�ZHOO� 
 

)RU�SDUHQWV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�HQUROOHG� LQ�&DWKROLF�6FKRROV��
LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�VFKRRO�UHGXFHG�&DWKROLF�WXLWLRQ�
UDWH��\RXU�IDPLO\�QHHGV�WR�PHHW�WKH�FULWHULD�VHW�E\�WKH�
3DULVK� IRU� EHLQJ� D� UHJLVWHUHG�� DFWLYH�� SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�
PHPEHU� 
 

7KH� GHILQLWLRQ� RI� D� UHJLVWHUHG�� DFWLYH�� SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�
PHPEHU�� LQFOXGHV� DWWHQGLQJ�0DVV� UHJXODUO\�� DV�ZHOO�
DV� FRQWULEXWLQJ� ZLWK� DQ� HQYHORSH� WR� WKH� 2IIHUWRU\�
DORQJ�ZLWK�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�PLQLVWU\�OLIH�RI�WKH�3DULVK� 

:+$7�,6�%(1(),7" 

¥��,W�LV�DQ�$SS�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�GRZQORDG�RQ�
\RXU�VPDUW�SKRQH���$YDLODEOH�IURP�L7XQHV�RU�*RRJOH�3OD\�6WRUH����� 
 

¥��&KRRVH�6W�-DPHV�DV�\RXU�%HQHILFLDU\��DQG�D���RI�\RXU�SXU�
FKDVHV�ZLOO�EH�SDLG�WR�WKH�SDULVK� 
 

 

¥��3XUFKDVH�D�JLIW�FDUG�IURP�WKH�$SS�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�LPPHGLDWHO\�
UHFHLYH�D�SDVVFRGH�WR�JLYH�WR�WKH�VWRUH��UHVWDXUDQW��RU�HYHQ�IRU�
SXUFKDVHV�RQ-OLQH� 
 

4XHVWLRQV"��&RQWDFW�,UHQH�0ROHWWH�RU�WKH�3DULVK�2IILFH� 

�ĞŶĞĮƚ 

'R�\RX�VKRS�$PD]RQ"��1RZ�\RX�FDQ�
HDUQ�PRQH\�IRU�6W��-DPHV�IRU�PRVW�$PD]RQ�
SXUFKDVHV���-XVW�GR�\RXU�VKRSSLQJ�RQ�

VPLOH�DPD]RQ�FRP��DQG�WKH�$PD]RQ�6PLOH�)RXQGDWLRQ�ZLOO�
GRQDWH������RI�WKH�SULFH�RI�HOLJLEOH�LWHPV�SXUFKDVHG�WR�WKH�
FKDULWDEOH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�\RXU�FKRLFH«67��-$0(6� 

St. James Recycle Program 

69G3�1HZV��,Q�WRGD\¶V�*RVSHO��ZH�KHDU�WKH�VWRU\�
RI�WKH�VRZHU�DQG�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�³VRPH�
VHHG�IHOO�RQ�ULFK�VRLO��DQG�SURGXFHG�
IUXLW��D�KXQGUHG�RU�VL[W\�RU�WKLUW\-IROG�´ 

:KHQ�\RX�SXW�D�JLIW�LQ�WKH�6Y'3�
FROOHFWLRQ��NQRZ�WKDW�WRJHWKHU�WKH\�ZLOO�
SURGXFH�IUXLW�D�KXQGUHGIROG� 

,V�WKHUH�D�IDPLO\�\RX�NQRZ�ZKR�QHHGV�DVVLVWDQFH"�
3OHDVH�FDOO�6Y'3�DW ����������-������ZH�DUH�RSHQ�
0RQGD\��:HGQHVGD\�DQG�6DWXUGD\�PRUQLQJV� 

7KLV�ZHHN�RXU�SDQWU\�QHHGV�IUXLW�DQG�MHOO\� 

³,W�LV�D�NLQJO\�DFW�WR�DVVLVW�WKH�IDOOHQ�´�6DLQW�7HUHVD�
RI�&DOFXWWD� 

Phone 623-581-0707 Ώ Fax 623-581-0110 Ώ Web Site - www.stjames-greater.com Ώ email - admin@ stjames-greater.com 

st. james gift card program 
Shop right here at St James and support the parish at the 
same time.  You choose the cards you want to purchase, 
pay face value of the card, and St. James will receive a 
percentage of the sale.   

Please place your orders in the office by July 19, 2020 at 
2:00pm. 

 

Plan ahead, budget your spending, 
and spread your spending over a 
couple of paydays!   

Stop at the Parish Office to pick up 
an order form. 

 

Questions?  Contact Irene Molette at  scrip@stjames-greater.com 

^d. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 

(YHU\�WLPH�D�SDULVK�PHPEHU�
JRHV�WKURXJK�RXU�85/�

�VWMWJ�VKXWWHUIO\VWRUHIURQW�FRP��DQG�SXUFKDVHV�SURG�
XFWV�IURP�6KXWWHUIO\�����RI�WKHLU�QHW�SXUFKDVHV�FRPH�
EDFN�WR�6W��-DPHV� 

,PPDFXODWH�+HDUWV�*LIW�6KRS�DQG�&DIp 

,PPDFXODWH�+HDUWV�*LIW�6KRS�DQG�&DIp�ZLOO�
FRQWLQXH�RIIHULQJ�JLIW�LWHPV�ORFDWHG�LQ�

UHFHSWLRQ�DUHD�FORVHWV�� 

&DOO�DKHDG�LI�\RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�VSHFLILF�LWHP��� 

)HDWXUHG�LWHP��2OLYHZRRG�6WDWXHV�RI�WKH�+RO\�
)DPLO\� 



ST. JAMES ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH 
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5800$*(�83'$7( 

,Q�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�VDIHW\�RI�RXU�YROXQWHHUV��WKH�6W��-DPHV�5XPPDJH�0LQLVWU\�LV�UHTXHVWLQJ�
WKDW�RXU�SDULVKLRQHUV�SOHDVH�KROG�RII�RQ�PDNLQJ�GRQDWLRQV�WR�UXPPDJH�WHPSRUDULO\��2QFH�WKLV�SDQGHPLF�
UHDFKHV�D�SRLQW�ZKHUH�ZH�FDQ�VDIHO\�JDWKHU�DQG�UHVXPH�RXU�QRUPDO�DFWLYLWLHV��ZH�ZLOO�JODGO\�UHFHLYH�\RXU�
JHQHURXV�GRQDWLRQV�RQFH�DJDLQ��7KDQN�\RX�LQ�DGYDQFH�IRU�\RXU�IXWXUH�NLQGQHVV��<RXU�GRQDWLRQV�KHOS�RXU�
SDULVK�JUHDWO\� 

&$//('�72�3527(&7�83'$7(6 

7KH�����������6DIH�(QYLURQPHQW�UHQHZDO�WUDLQLQJ�
WKDW�QRUPDOO\�ZRXOG�EHJLQ�RQ�-XO\��VW�KDV�EHHQ�
GHOD\HG�GXH�WR�WKH�FXUUHQW�&29,'-���SDQGHPLF� � 

$Q�DQQRXQFHPHQW�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�RQFH�WKH�QHZ�
WUDLQLQJ�LV�DYDLODEOH� �+RZHYHU��LI�\RX�KDYH�DQ�
LPPHGLDWH�QHHG�WR�JHW�LW�GRQH��\RX�PD\�VLJQ�RQ�
DQG�FRPSOHWH�WKH RQOLQH�)RXQGDWLRQ�FODVV� �7KLV�
FODVV�LV�FXUUHQWO\�DYDLODEOH�LQ�ERWK�(QJOLVK�DQG�LQ�
6SDQLVK� �%HIRUH�WDNLQJ�WKH�FODVV��FRQILUP�LW�LV�
ODEHOHG�)RXQGDWLRQ�FODVV� 

&KULV�0HWHOVNL 

6DIH�(QYLURQPHQW�&RRUGLQDWRU 

 

6W��9LQFHQW�GH�3DXO��KDV��UH�
FHLYHG�D�JUDQW�WR�KHOS�DVVLVW�
WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�ORVW�LQFRPH�GXH�
WR�&29,'-����,W�LV�WR�KHOS�ZLWK�
XWLOLWLHV�DQG�KRXVLQJ�� 

3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�69'3�WR�DSSO\�IRU�DLG�DW�
���-���-����� 

COVID-19 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

6DQ�9LFHQWH�GH�3DXO�UHFLELy�XQD�VXEYHQFLyQ�
R�GRQDFLyQ��SDUD�D\XGDU�D�TXLHQHV�
SHUGLHURQ�LQJUHVRV�GHELGR�D�&29,'-����(V�
SDUD�D\XGDU�FRQ�ORV�VHUYLFLRV�S~EOLFRV�\�OD�
YLYLHQGD� 

&RPXQtTXHVH�FRQ�69'3�SDUD�VROLFLWDU�
D\XGD�DO����-���-����� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immaculate Hearts Gift Shop is in 
need of a volunteer to take pho-
tos. Please call Mary Ann in the 

parish office for details.  
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ST. JAMES FEAST DAY 

Saturday July 25th  
 

NOVENA 
Celebrate St. James Feast Day 

with the Novena starting July 16th 
 

Novena booklets can be picked 
up in the church foyer beginning 

Monday July 13th. 
 

GIVING 
This year, as we celebrate the 

Feast of St. James the Apostle, we 
look to you, our parishioners, to 

prayerfully consider a donation to 
St. James.  In this challenging 

time,  we are even more 
dependent on  your loving 
offertory support so we can 

continue serving you, our faithful.  

Congratulations to all of our St. James Parishioners 
who received their Sacraments of Confirmation 

and Eucharist  

Mireya Alcaraz-Gamez, Devon Hasbrouck, Vienna 
McGrath, Jacqueline Sajkowski-Gulick, Ariah 
Yandell, Siloam Yohannes, Nailea Ortiz, April 

Heredia-Valenzuela, Ashley Heredia Pena, Kevin 
Heredia Pena, Christa Leone, Scott Frier.   

Welcome Jill Frier into Full Communion of the 
Catholic Church.  
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)ਨ਱ਲਲ਼�'ਠਸ������� 

7KH�&DOO�RI�-DPHV��0DWWKHZ�����-��� 
  
As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into 
the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, "Come after me, and I 
will make you fishers of men." At once they left their nets and followed 
him. He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, 
the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and imme-
diately they left their boat and their father and followed him. 
  
5ਤਥਫਤਢਲ਼ਨਮਭ 
Mending their nets on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, James and 
John look up to see Jesus.  And he calls them to do something totally 
new—to follow him; and to become something new as well—“fishers 
of men.”  Why did Jesus choose fishermen for his first disci-
ples?  Perhaps because fishing takes strength, skill, persistence, and 
patience.  Perhaps because fishermen live amidst the beauty and 
danger of the natural world, and understand their dependence on 
God.  Perhaps because fishermen know when to work long, hard 
hours, and when to rest.  An Apostle needs all these qualities as well. 

When they hear the Lord’s call, James and John respond at 
once.  They do not ask questions, finish the task at hand, or even 
consult with their father; instead, “immediately” they leave the old life 
behind and follow Jesus. For us, too, the call to discipleship usually 
comes in the midst of the humdrum patterns of our daily lives, when 
we are least expecting it.  Are we ready to respond to the Lord’s 
call—to do something different; to become something new? 

 
6ਤਢਮਭਣ�'ਠਸ������� 

7KH�6RQV�RI�7KXQGHU��/XNH�����-��� 
  
When the days for his being taken up were fulfilled, Jesus resolutely 
determined to journey to Jerusalem, and he sent messengers ahead 
of him. On the way they entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his 
reception there, but they would not welcome him because the desti-
nation of his journey was Jerusalem. When the disciples James and 
John saw this they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call down fire from 
heaven to consume them?" 
Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they journeyed to another vil-
lage. 
  
5ਤਥਫਤਢਲ਼ਨਮਭ 
Jesus gave Simon a special name – “Peter.”  Jesus also gives James 
and John a special name, “Boanerges,” which means “sons of thun-
der” (Mark 3:17).  Scripture scholars tell us that the giving of a new 
name is a sign of an inner transformation:  think of Abram, who be-
came Abraham, and Jacob, who became Israel.  James and John 

must have been full of zeal for the Kingdom to receive a name like 
“sons of thunder.” 

We get a glimpse of that zeal for the Lord’s work in this passage from 
Luke.  When the people of one town refuse to welcome Jesus, James 
and John offer to “call down fire from heaven,” to destroy them as 
Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed when they refused to receive 
the Lord.  But Jesus “rebukes” them.  That is not the way of the King-
dom.  Jesus invites, but he does not command, and his disciples are 
to do the same. 
How do we respond to rejection?  With the “thunder” of James, or 
with the peace of Christ? 
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A man named Jairus, an official of the synagogue, came forward. He 
fell at the feet of Jesus and begged him to come to his house, be-
cause he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was 
dying…. Someone from the synagogue official's house arrived and 
said, "Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher any long-
er."  On hearing this, Jesus answered him, "Do not be afraid; just 
have faith and she will be saved." 

When he arrived at the house he allowed no one to enter with him 
except Peter and John and James, and the child's father and mother. 
All were weeping and mourning for her, when he said, "Do not weep 
any longer, for she is not dead, but sleeping." 
And they ridiculed him, because they knew that she was dead. But he 
took her by the hand and called to her, "Child, arise!" Her breath re-
turned and she immediately arose. He then directed that she should 
be given something to eat.  

Her parents were astounded, and he instructed them to tell no one 
what had happened. 
  
5ਤਥਫਤਢਲ਼ਨਮਭ 
When Jesus raises the daughter of Jairus from the dead, he does not 
take all of his disciples with him.  Only Peter, James, and John are in 
the room with the girl and her parents, when, with a word and a touch 
of the hand, Jesus restores her to life. 

Jesus tells them all to keep silence about this great miracle.  Only 
when Jesus himself is raised from the dead will the three Apostles 
understand what it is they have witnessed:  the very power of God, 
triumphant over evil, over disease and sickness of every kind, over 
death itself.  James, with Peter and John, is a special witness to res-
urrection.  He will be able to speak to others the saving words of 
Christ:  “just have faith.” 
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Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led them up a 
high mountain by themselves.  And he was transfigured before them; 
his face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light. 
And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with 
him. 

Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, "Lord, it is good that we are here. If 
you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah." While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud 
cast a shadow over them, then from the cloud came a voice that said, 
"This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him." 

When the disciples heard this, they fell prostrate and were very much 
afraid. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, "Rise, and do not 
be afraid." And when the disciples raised their eyes, they saw no one 
else but Jesus alone.  As they were coming down from the mountain, 
Jesus charged them, "Do not tell the vision to anyone until the Son of 
Man has been raised from the dead." 
  
5ਤਥਫਤਢਲ਼ਨਮਭ 
In the Gospel according to Matthew, the Transfiguration of Jesus 
comes immediately following his first prediction of his Passion.  This 
is a hard teaching indeed:  how can the Messiah, the Chosen One of 
God, the Savior, be crucified?  Peter speaks for all of them when he 
says, “God forbid, Lord!  No such thing shall ever happen to 
you” (Matthew 16:22).  Jesus reply is harsh:  “get behind me, Sa-
tan!  You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings 
do.”  The disciples begin to understand that to follow Jesus is to carry 
the cross. 

But there is more.  Jesus allows Peter, James, and John a blinding 
glimpse of his heavenly glory.  They see him shining brighter than the 
sun, speaking with Moses and Elijah; and they hear God’s voice, 
urging them to listen to what he says.  In glimpsing the Transfigura-
tion of Jesus, Peter, James and John are glimpsing the Resurrec-
tion.  Jesus shows them this glimpse to help them understand that for 
all who follow Jesus, suffering and glory go hand in hand. 
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They came to a place named Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his 
disciples, "Sit here while I pray."  He took with him Peter, James, and 
John, and began to be troubled and distressed. Then he said to 
them, "My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep 
watch." 

He advanced a little and fell to the ground and prayed that if it were 

possible the hour might pass by him; he said, "Abba, Father, all 
things are possible to you. Take this cup away from me, but not what 
I will but what you will." 

When he returned he found them asleep. He said to Peter, "Simon, 
are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour?  Watch 
and pray that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is willing but 
the flesh is weak." 

Withdrawing again, he prayed, saying the same thing. Then he re-
turned once more and found them asleep, for they could not keep 
their eyes open and did not know what to answer him. 

He returned a third time and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and 
taking your rest? It is enough. The hour has come. Behold, the Son of 
Man is to be handed over to sinners. Get up, let us go. See, my be-
trayer is at hand." 
  
5ਤਥਫਤਢਲ਼ਨਮਭ 
The same three who witnessed Christ in glory – Peter, James, and 
John – witness his sufferings in the Garden of Gethsemane.  As 
scripture commentator Marie Noonan Sabin observes, the contrasts 
between the two scenes are poignant.  There, Jesus shone with daz-
zling light; here, all is darkness.  There, Jesus stood above the moun-
tain; here, he falls to the ground.  There, the Father spoke words of 
love; here, Jesus asks his Father to take the cup of suffering away 
from him.  

In this last hour, Jesus does not want to be alone:  he wants his 
friends at his side.  But these friends, who will scatter when Jesus is 
arrested, have already begun to abandon him:  they cannot even stay 
awake to keep him company. 

Peter, James, and John will become pillars of the Church, preaching 
the Good News far and wide.  Jesus wants these Apostles to be wit-
nesses, not just of the divine signs and wonders he performs, but of 
his humanity and his suffering.  He wants them to be aware of his 
weakness—and their own.  Perhaps that is why the sacrament of 
penance is such an important part of our faith.  In becoming more 
aware of our own weakness, we become more 
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Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits to drive them out and to cure every disease and every 
illness. The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon 
called Peter, and his brother Andrew; James, the son of Zebedee, 
and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew 
the tax collector; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddeus; Simon 
the Cananean, and Judas Iscariot who betrayed him. 

Jesus sent out these twelve after instructing them thus, "Do not go 
into pagan territory or enter a Samaritan town. Go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.  
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As you go, make this proclamation: 'The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.'  Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out de-
mons. Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give. 
Do not take gold or silver or copper for your belts; no sack for the 
journey, or a second tunic, or sandals, or walking stick. The laborer 
deserves his keep.”  

 

5ਤਥਫਤਢਲ਼ਨਮਭ 

Jesus gives the Apostles a mission.  They are to drive out demons, 
cure the sick, and proclaim the Kingdom of God:  in other words, 
their mission is Christ’s mission.  

The Apostles have an incredible gift to give:  freedom, healing, 
life.  But they are to give this gift as freely as they have received 
it.  They are to travel not like rich people, with horses, chariots, and 
retinues, but like homeless wanderers:  alone, unarmed, without so 
much as a change of clothes.  They are given great “authority,” but 
they must also become totally vulnerable, accepting the hospitality 
and generosity of others.  They are to be, in short, like Jesus, who 
“emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, and coming in human 
likeness.” (Philippians 2)  The Church is called to do the same. 
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The mother of the sons of Zebedee approached Jesus with her sons 
and did him homage, wishing to ask him for something. He said to 
her, "What do you wish?" 

She answered him, "Command that these two sons of mine sit, one 
at your right and the other at your left, in your kingdom." 

Jesus said in reply, "You do not know what you are asking. Can you 
drink the cup that I am going to drink?" They said to him, "We can." 

He replied, "My cup you will indeed drink, but to sit at my right and at 
my left, this is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been 
prepared by my Father." 
  
5ਤਥਫਤਢਲ਼ਨਮਭ 
In the Gospel according to Mark, James and John come to Jesus 
and ask for seats at his right and left—seats of honor and power—in 
the Kingdom.  In Matthew’s Gospel, it is their mother who makes the 
request.  It is ironic, to say the least, that this request comes immedi-
ately after Jesus tells his disciples, for the third time, what awaits 
him:  crucifixion and death; and after a whole series of parables with 
the theme “the last will be first, and the first will be last” (Matthew 
20:16)!  Jesus responds honestly but gently to the ambition of the 
two brothers.  They will indeed drink his cup – James was the first of 
the Apostles to suffer martyrdom – but only the Father knows who 
will sit at his right and left in the Kingdom of heaven.  The only thing 

Jesus promises the brothers is suffering. 
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When the ten heard this, they became indignant at the two brothers. 
But Jesus summoned them and said, "You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and the great ones make their authority 
over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever 
wishes to be great among you shall be your servant; whoever wishes 
to be first among you shall be your slave. Just so, the Son of Man did 
not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom 
for many." 
  
5ਤਥਫਤਢਲ਼ਨਮਭ 
The disciples have listened as Jesus teaches them in parables – 
parables that speak of the topsy-turvy logic of God – the first last, 
and the last first.  In asking to sit at the right and left of Jesus in the 
Kingdom, James and John become a parable.  Do not jockey for 
position, Jesus warns his followers.  Do not be ambitious.  Instead, if 
you want to be great, become a servant; if you want to be first, take 
the last place.  Why?  Because that is what Jesus did. 
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The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had ordered them.  When they saw him, they worshiped, but they 
doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to them, "All power in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the 
end of the age." 

5ਤਥਫਤਢਲ਼ਨਮਭ 
“Apostle” means “one who is sent.”  In calling James and the others 
to be his Apostles, Jesus is sending them forth to continue the work 
he himself has begun, baptizing the nations, teaching, and proclaim-
ing the Kingdom.  How did James live this call?  We know that he 
became a leader of the Church in Jerusalem (Paul referred to him as 
one of the “pillars” [Galatians 2:9]).  We know that he preached the 
Gospel – tradition tells us that he journeyed as far as Spain, the 
“ends of the earth.”  And we know that he was the first of the Apos-
tles to suffer death for Christ (Acts 12:2).  We are not all called to be 
Apostles, but we can all make the pattern of James’ life our 
own:  listening to Christ, living for Christ, and dying for Christ. 
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